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The worst feature of this system is seen in the case of
the Kulin Brahmans, the highest caste of all. This
will be seen in the chapter describing the spiritual
aristocracy. Their misery is great, and it is not sur-
prising that many forsake their homes to live in
immorality.

As the ordinary bridegroom is about twelve or
fourteen years of age and the bride from seven to ten,
it follows that on their side there can be no choice; in
fact, it often happens that they meet for the first time
on the wedding-day. The choice is made by their
parents on their behalf. There are men and women
called Ghataks, who act as marriage-brokers. Under
instructions from a father who has a daughter to settle
they search for a suitable bridegroom, and when they
have found a father who has a marriageable son, they
bring the parents together. Sometimes the assistance
of a middleman is unnecessary; the fathers being old
friends arrange for the marriage of their children ; but
generally the assistance of the professional Ghataks is
asked.

As the Ghataks play an important part in Hindu
society, it may be well to say a little more about them,
The Ghatak "is the professional match-maker, and
therefore an under-servant of Kamadeva, the Indian
Cupid. As in India, young men and women do not
themselves choose their partners in life, they have to
depend on the good offices of this happy functionary,
who, however, bears his commission not from the parties
themselves, but from their parents and guardians. . . .
This worthy functionary's character is as amiable as his
occupation is pleasant He possesses the highest
Christian virtue in perfection, as he has an unlimited
measure of that charity which covers a multitude of